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100 Caterpillars: Portraits from the Tropical Forests of Costa Rica 
Jeffrey C. Miller, Daniel H. Janzen and Winifred Hallwachs (2006) 

Published by Belknap, Harvard University Press, ISBN 0-674-02190-8, 264pp. RRP A$58.00 (hardcover) 
 
This is truly an impressive book. It combines the visual appeal of a coffee table book of insects that anyone might 
pick up, with detailed information on the ecology of each species that will interest the entomologist. The 
photograph on the front cover (see below) is typical of the quality and presentation that follows. As the title 
suggests there is a gallery of 100 large format photographs of caterpillars in all their colourful splendour. These 
images occupy most of the first half of the book. There is an introductory chapter on the biology, behaviour and 
morphology of caterpillars, moths and butterflies. The introduction also briefly describes the study area and the 
people involved with the study. It is to this diverse group of devoted enthusiasts that the book is dedicated. 
 
Complementing the brilliant photographs are accounts of the life-histories and host-plants of each species together 
with first hand descriptions of the circumstances of collection and a small colour photograph of the adult insect. It is 
pleasing to see that, unlike so many other entomological books, the focus of this book is overwhelmingly on the 
caterpillars rather than the adult stages. The result is a fascinating insight into the natural history of the Lepidoptera. 
The book is the culmination of the devotion of not only the authors who are academics from Oregon State 
University and the University of Pennsylvania, but also to the many ‘parataxonomists’ and conservationists - the 
‘gusaneros’ (caterpillar collectors and rearers) from the Area de Conservacion Guanacaste, a World Heritage site in 
Costa Rica. 
 
Although the individual species will be unfamiliar to Australian readers, the family to which each species belongs is 
provided and, of course there is no mistaking the distinctive forms of certain groups such as the hawk moths. This 
remarkable book is strongly bound in cloth covered cardboard with an attractive fly cover. It will appeal to anyone 
interested in natural history, entomology, insect photography and art! 
 
       Dr. Garry Levot 
       Principal Research Scientist 
       Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute 
       NSW Department of Primary Industries 
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